PHENACETIN.
Of many reports on the use of phenacetin, one by Dr. Freidrich Miiller?" Therapeutische Monatshefte," August 1888, is of unusual merit. He made numerous trials of the remedy in various diseases, and found that the temperature in adults was lowered by doses of seven to eleven grains, and seldom as much as fifteen grains was used. The fall in the temperature occurred within from one to four hours, and was accompanied in most cases with perspiration, but without disagreeable sensations.
During the apyrexa, which lasted from three to five hours, the patients were quite comfortable, having a better appetite and more sleep. The rise in temperature was unaccompanied by a chill. For the patient's comfort it is desirable to avoid alternate fall aud rise in the temperature. If the drug is administered continuously, the temperature rises in spite of it; after some days the system becomes habituated to the agent, and larger and larger doses are required, in fact, so large as possibly to become dangerous. He lias observed marked cyanosis from ninety to one hundred and twenty grains daily. Nothing more is accomplished by phenacetin than by other antipyretics, for example, antipyrin; but it has the advantage of less unpleasant accompaniments. It is tasteless ; vomiting and indigestion appear only exceptionally ; ringing in the ears or exanthematous eruptions, or signs of renal irritation, were uot observed. In some case phenacetin seemed to promote diarrhoea.
Phenacetin possesses the property of quieting pain, and has been employed to relieve headache, except that connected with organic cerebral disease or uraemia. Forty-five, or even seventyfive, grains a day are required. In some neuralgic affections the pain is relieved by phenacetin, and for such purposes it seems to be in no wise inferior to antipyrin and antifebriu. It i.s interesting to note that phenacetin possesses practically 110 autiseptic qualities.? Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, November 21, 1889.
